Minute 4. Minutes of the previous meeting. The minutes of the previous meeting, held in Istanbul, Turkey, on 6 August 2008 [Int J Syst Evol Microbiol 59 (2009), 2638-2640] were approved.
Minute 5. Changes in membership. F. L. Thompson had previously agreed to serve as the new Chairman of the subcommittee for the IUMS meeting in Sapporo in light of the resignation of B. Holmes, the previous Chairman. K. Kita-Tsukamoto intended to resign as a subcommittee member due to her retirement at the end of March 2012. Drs D. R. Arahal (Spain), D. Colquhoun (Norway) and B. Gó mez-Gil (Mexico) were nominated as new candidates of the subcommittee. A. Ventosa will report the nominations to F. L. Thompson for further actions between the members of the subcommittee. Minute 7. Report of the working group on Aeromonas taxonomy. No report had been received from A. J. Horneman.
Minute 8. Report of the working group on Vibrio taxonomy. Names of taxa within the family Vibrionaceae (http://www.the-icsp.org/subcoms/vibrionaceae.htm) were updated on 1 March 2011 by T. Sawabe and F. L. Thompson (chair of the Vibrio working group). An additional source for up-to-date vibrio taxonomy is the site of Euzéby (http:// www.bacterio.cict.fr/uw/vibrionaceae.html).
Minute 9. Any other business. J. J. Farmer proposed to change the name of the subcommittee. The subcommittee was originally designated 'Vibrionaceae Subcommittee', and the official name of the subcommittee should accurately reflect its history and its emphasis. However, the name of the subcommittee is 'Subcommittee on the taxonomy of Aeromonadaceae, Vibrionaceae and related organisms'. (2007), 7932-7936]; however, it will be the task of the working group to shape the final contents of the document to be published. It is very important that those contributing significantly are recognized as authors and that all authors make a commitment to finalize the document in a reasonable time. For this, deadlines have to be set. T. Sawabe was invited to produce a first draft and circulate it before the end of 2011.
Minute 16. Any other business. F. L. Thompson had previously suggested the importance of developing a genome-based taxonomy [see e.g. BMC Evol Biol (2009), 9 : 258; Int J Syst Evol Microbiol (2011), 3023-3027]. All attendants agreed with the concept while at the same time being aware of the limitations of such an approach. It was concluded that in future meetings the impact of whole genome sequence technologies towards a genome-based taxonomy will be further defined.
Minute 17. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 15 : 05 on 7 September 2011.
